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Prepared for an Emergency? 
Legal Preparations 

 
 

 If you live in Colorado you are familiar with a variety of emergency situations 
including wildfires, floods, etc.  We’ve all been told how to prepare for these types of 
emergencies: Pack a few days’ supplies including medicines, food, pet needs.  Be ready to 
evacuate on short notice.  Have a plan worked out with your family. 
 
 Have you ever wondered if there are any legal preparations you should make?  Are 
there documents you should include in your emergency pack?  Are there things to do 
ahead of time to avoid additional problems during an emergency?   If you do lose your 
home, are there some preparations you can make to avoid losing your legal records? 
 
 Below are some suggestions for documents that you might want to take with you or 
store somewhere else in case they’re needed when you’re away from home.  There are 
also some suggestions about legal preparations that can help you in an emergency.  Many 
of these preparations will be useful whether you have an emergency or not! 
 
 
Here is a list of some documents to either store safely or carry with you: 
 

1. Birth certificates. 
2. Driver’s licenses. 
3. Marriage licenses. 
4. Deeds. 
5. Titles to vehicles. 
6. Health records including immunizations, information on medical conditions, 

prescriptions, allergies, etc. 
7. Records of bank accounts and investments, including retirement funds. 
8. Social Security records. 
9. Insurance records, including health, home, life, car, etc. 
10. Your Will, and other estate documents including financial and medical 

Powers of Attorney, Living Will, Trusts, etc. 
11. Guardianship and Conservatorship documents, if you are a Guardian or 

Conservator. 
12. You may need some other court records, for instance, proof of a divorce or 

proof of custody.  (Everyone thinks these are secure in the courthouse, but 
remember that during Hurricane Katrina, courthouses themselves were 
flooded and lost their records.  Certainly these records might not be available 
if you need them in a hurry during an emergency.) 



13. There may be other records that you will need in your particular situation.  
You may want to spend some time thinking about your life and your family; 
whom do you need to protect and what documents will help you do that? 

 
What documents do you Store somewhere else?   What do you Carry with you? 
 
 There are no absolute rules about this.  Certainly you should plan to carry some 
identification such as a driver’s license – which will be useful if you are trying to return to 
an evacuated area and must show proof that you live there.  If you are responsible for 
others, you may need legal documents that show that you are the person who is 
responsible – this could include Custody documents or Letters of Appointment for 
guardianships.  You should have proof of health insurance in case someone is injured 
during the emergency. 
 
 You won’t want to carry more than you have to, which is why you want to take time 
and plan ahead to make sure that your other documents are safe.  Once you have safely 
stored the original documents, you can carry duplicates with you if necessary in your 
situation.  For instance, you will want to have your Will and Powers of Attorney stored 
safely.  However, if a loved one is injured, you may need to have the medical Power of 
Attorney handy; an extra copy could be included in your emergency pack.  If someone 
must make financial decisions for you while you are displaced during the emergency, you 
should make sure that they have the financial Power of Attorney with them (in a safe 
place). 
 
 You may want to invest in a container such as a passport holder, which is usually 
large enough to hold several documents.  Pack this container with the documents you 
need to carry with you, and keep it with your other emergency supplies. 
 
 How do you make sure that your other documents are stored safely?  What is safe 
storage?  If you have worked with an attorney to prepare documents such as a Will, 
discuss this with your attorney.  The attorney will have storage methods for documents 
kept in his/her office, and you can determine if this is sufficient or if you need to explore 
additional options.  You may want to store copies of your documents in another location 
outside of your community.  (Again, remember that during Katrina a lot of records were lost 
EVERYWHERE in those communities—attorney offices, courthouses, public buildings, 
etc.)  Duplicate storage in another location might provide more peace of mind.  Electronic 
storage is another option – but be sure that this storage is secure and cannot be accessed 
by others.  And it’s a good idea to tell a trusted person about your storage preparations, so 
this information isn’t lost if something happens to you.  It’s also a good idea to discuss your 
storage plans with your attorney, who can tell you if having duplicate copies is wise (for 
some documents such as Wills, the attorney may caution you about having too many 
copies floating around). 
 

You may want to make sure that you can access some funds if you are displaced.  
Be sure to keep any financial information that you carry with you during the emergency 
protected from theft or disclosure to unauthorized persons.  Talk to your banker about 
ways to ensure that you have safe access to your money during an emergency. 
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What if you are Injured during an emergency? 
 
 Unfortunately, this is something you should think about when you are making 
preparations for an emergency.  If you or a loved one is injured, you will need health 
insurance information (as well as information on any existing medical conditions or 
medications).  You will want to have a medical Power of Attorney so that treatment can be 
authorized.  (Discuss with your attorney if you need more than one Agent: someone local, 
and someone in another location in case the local Agent is also injured.) 
 
 
What preparations should you make now? 
 
 Whether you could have an emergency or not, you may want to make sure that 
you’ve taken care of a few things: 
 

1. Your Will – is it up to date? 
2. A financial Power of Attorney.  Could your Agent(s) handle things for you in 

an emergency? 
3. A medical Power of Attorney.  Would your Agent(s) be available to direct 

your medical care if needed in an emergency? 
4. Other advance directives, including Living Wills. 
5. Are life insurance policies adequate, and are they stored safely?  Have you 

designated the proper beneficiaries? 
6. Are health insurance policies adequate, and is this information readily 

accessible? 
7. Where are your other financial records, and are they up to date? 
8. Have you shared this information with a trusted person? 

 
Plan to check over your records about once a year, and replace information as 

necessary, for instance when policies are updated, cancelled, or added. 
 
 

 Taking care of your legal needs in advance of an emergency can give you some 
peace of mind, and may help you avoid some problems.  Planning ahead while things are 
calm can help you save time and avoid suffering additional losses when things have gone 
wrong. 
 
 This information covers some basic legal preparations.  There are many other 
considerations for emergency preparation, and your local emergency preparedness 
program or the Red Cross can help you with other preparations. 
 
 

THIS HANDOUT WAS PRODUCED WITH A GRANT FROM ALPINE AREA AGENCY ON AGING. 
 
This communication is made available by Colorado Legal Services, Inc., (CLS), as a public service and is issued to inform not to advise. 
No person should attempt to interpret or apply any law without the assistance of an attorney. The opinions expressed in this 
communication are those of the authors and not those of CLS or its funding sources. 
If you need advice on this or any other legal problem, consult an attorney of your own choosing. If you cannot afford an attorney, talk to 
Colorado Legal Services, 800-521-6968 
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